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Vicar Rev. Matthew Thomson 
revmattthomson@hotmail.com 

833126 

Reader Kay Friend 
paulkayf@tiscali.co.uk 

838185 

Vicar’s P.A. Karen Scully 833126 

Churchwardens Isy North 
Barry Hogarth 
cbhogarth@yahoo.com 

876337 
833722 

Organist Liz Chappell 835302 

Administrator Rosemary West 833126 

Youth Worker Caz Carter  

Children’s Worker Mark Fuller 
youthworkcongresbury@hotmail.com 

 

Pastoral Care Co-ordinator Julie Kearney 833126 

Church Office Email: admin.standrews@tiscali.co.uk 
Website: standrewscongresbury.org 

 

 Front cover by Michael Greaves  

If you have comments on the website and/or items for inclusion on it, please contact 
Martin West, email: jmartinwest@btinternet.com 
 
Viewpoint is now being produced by a team of volunteers from St. Andrews Church.  Any 
articles for inclusion in Viewpoint can be sent  to David or Beth Ashton-Hilton at  
14 Weetwood Road (833592), or sent by email to: david@ashton-hilton.com by the 
submission deadline of the 20th of the previous month. 
      
Viewpoint is now available as a downloadable .pdf file from our website.  If you would 
prefer to receive Viewpoint this way, please let us know.  If you would like to contribute to 
the cost of publishing Viewpoint, please send a cheque payable to ‘St. Andrew’s PCC’ to 
the Church Office. 

�
����
��
���  “I thank my God every time I remember you.”  Phil 1:3 

...to our church wardens, for the contribution of time and attention that 
ensures everything runs smoothly for us all.  Much of their effort is unseen 
by most of us, but it brings glory to God, and blesses His people.  
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4th July - 5th Sunday of Trinity 

8:00am - 1662 Holy Communion 
Rev. Hugh Talbott 

10:30am - Holy Communion 
Rev. Hugh Talbott 

1:00pm - Church Lunch welcoming 
Tim & Heather Erridge 
(St. Andrews School) 

11th July - 6th Sunday of Trinity 

8:00am - 1662 Holy Communion 
Kay Friend 

10:30am - Morning Worship 
Kay Friend 

6:30pm - Café Communion 
Rev. Matthew Thomson 

18th July - 7th Sunday of Trinity 

8:00am - 1662 Holy Communion 
Rev. Matthew Thomson 

9:30am - Family Communion 
Rev. Matthew Thomson 
(Love Congresbury w/e) 

  

4:00pm -  Family Service 
Rev. Matthew Thomson 

25th July - 8th Sunday of Trinity 

8:00am - 1662 Holy Communion 
Rev. Matthew Thomson 

10:30am - Holy Communion 
Rev. Matthew Thomson 

6:30pm - Café Communion 
Rev. Matthew Thomson 

1st August - 9th Sunday of Trinity 

8:00am - 1662 Holy Communion 

10:30am - Holy Communion 

4:00pm - Family Service 

8th August - 10th Sunday of Trinity 

8:00am - 1662 Holy Communion 

10:30am - Morning Worship 

  

18th July - (continued) 

3:00pm - Baptism Service 

4:00pm - Songs of Praise 
in the Orchard 

Morning Communion - on the first Wednesday of the month there will be a “Reading the 
Bible together” group at 9:00am, then coffee, followed by a simple  Communion Service at 
10:00am. 
 
Evening Communion - This service is short and simple in nature and provides an  
opportunity for people who can’t get to church on a Sunday or who wish to come to a  
mid-week service, perhaps on their way home after work, to find stillness and space to be 
with God.  This service will have a focus on Healing Prayer. 

��������	������	�

Monday Morning Prayer 9:00am 

Tuesday Morning Prayer 9:00am 

Wednesday Holy Communion 9:00 am - Coffee afterwards, see note below 
Healing Holy Communion 7:00pm - see note below 

Friday Morning Prayer 9:00am 
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“The body is a unit, made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one 
body.... Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.”  
(1Corinthians 12:12,27) 
 
July, for many, is a month of endings, finishing school, either for the summer, or some, for 
good.  It is often a time of drawing things together before the summer holidays.  But in the life 
of the Church it is a time of ‘new beginnings,’ not least for those being ordained as ministers 
and priests within the community of the Church. 
 
Going to an Ordination Service, still even today, is a very grand and humbling affair.  Grand 
because it still moves the human spirit to see a thousand people plus in a packed Cathedral 
being caught up in the wonder and mystery, pomp and circumstance of walking with those 
making such a public declaration and dedication of their lives to God; humbling because such 
a public dedication at the same time reminds and, perhaps even disturbingly challenges us to 
consider again our own sense of ‘calling’ by God into the bargain. 
 
Of course, to many to believe one is ‘called’ to something these days flies in the face of much 
modern sensibilities.  We want to be free, able to get away at weekends, do our own thing, be 
independent and flexible, to be able to adapt to the constant and ever changing circumstances 
of a busy life.  We have spent a lot of time, energy, and good money to make this life the way 
it is, and we’re not in the mood much for anyone coming along and asking us to change it. 
 
So please don’t ask us to follow a ‘calling.’  But that is precisely what Jesus seems to do, not 
just to would be Priests and Deacons, but also to fishermen, a tax collector, a freedom fighter, 
some rather ordinary other passers-by, and to an accountant who was eventually to betray 
Him.  Not that all accountants are to be suspected.  But, Jesus to each of them did say, 
“Come, follow me!” 
 
Notice He didn’t say, “Come to the 10.30 (or indeed the 8.00am) service on a Sunday just to 
make my Sunday attendance figures look better.  Church wasn’t something you “came to,” or 
“went to,” it was something that you were and are by nature of accepting your calling.  Where 
Jesus was the Church was, in homes in hearts, in lives, and the Church existed not simply for 
its own sake, but so that it could announce to the world the “Good News,” yes, the “Good 
News” that God calls everybody.  Nobody is to be excluded, to each God calls, to each He 
offers the incredible opportunity of being known as “children of God” (Romans 8:16). 
 
Of course, not all decide they want the upheaval of having their lives turned upside down, you 
only have to read the story of the rich young man for that (Matthew 19:16-30).  Interestingly, it 
tends to be those with most to lose, both in the Church and in society, who find the message 
of Jesus something they simply cannot accept.  But to those who follow the call He promises 
adventure of self discovery and acceptance, and life in such abundance that, when challenged 
by Jesus whether or not they too wouldn’t rather be doing something else, Peter relied, “to 
whom shall we go?  Only you have the words of eternal life.  We believe and know that you 
are the Holy one of God.”  (John 6:68) 
 
So where does that leave us?  Are we all meant therefore to be ‘ordained’?  Heaven forbid!  
But I would like everyone to know the feeling of having a whole company of witnesses in earth 
and heaven take great joy in walking with them and hold their breath as each individual utters 
an incredible cry of the soul in response to their own unique and personal call. 
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Now, in case you think all this sounds somewhat abstract and somewhat marginal.  Only for 
me on Wednesday did I glimpse this very moment in reality.  I had just taken the assembly in 
one of two primary schools.  At the end of the assembly as I was packing everything away and 
the children were returning to their classrooms, totally unprovoked a young lad of maybe eight 
or nine came up to me and in all seriousness simply declared, matter of fact, “Matt I do love 
Jesus.  I do want to be a Christian.” 
 
To some this may seem as if I was attempting indoctrination.  But that would be to genuinely 
rob the moment of its sanctity and indeed its integrity.  Had I asked for an “altar call”?  No.  
Had I led the young people to believe that this was somehow a ‘cool’ thing to do?  No.  Which 
made this young man’s statement and public assertion all the more out of the ordinary, 
remarkable, and humbling, not unlike that of the Ordination Vows in a Cathedral. 
 
What can we learn from all this?  That God calls all, including the little ones, and more often 
than not it is they who humble us adults, particularly us clergy, to remind ourselves of the 
simplicity, but also the joy of saying “yes” to God.  Secondly, in an age in which the Church as 
we know it is likely to change almost out of all recognition from what many will have known for 
so much of their lives, not least because of finance, we hold fast that God hasn’t given up on 
His vision, His mission and His character, to call and to call all. 
 
So in this month of July, when we celebrate with Tim and Heather, and not forgetting Chris 
Butler (one time member of the congregation here and head of Vine Counselling, and now, 
having trained, going to serve as Curate in Cheddar), we look to remind ourselves of our first 
and primary calling, that of saying “yes to God,” “yes to be part of His worldwide Body – the 
Church,” “yes to being willing to share the Good News of His love,” “yes to be willing to be 
called by the greatest of the titles He bestows on a human being – to be called a “child of 
God.” 
 
Not many may seek to go forward for Ordination but the even greater prize is indeed the 
former, to say “yes” to wanting to be called “a child of God.” 
 
Matthew Thomson  
 
P.S.  Please will you continue to pray for Charlotte Polledri and Jonathan Eyres, both of whom 
made their own declaration of faith, their own “yes” to God, at their Confirmation at St Peter’s 
Church, Milton on Thursday 1st July, and were confirmed by Bishop Peter Maurice, Bishop of 
Taunton.  Charlotte is married to Gary and together run The Plough Public House, where they 
live with their family.  Jonathan is married to Therese and together with their children lives at 
the bottom of Kent Road and Jonathan works for the BBC. 
 
May God help them and us to say “yes” to Him in and through our lives, daily. 

� ���	������
�����

On the 20th June, those of us present at the 10:30 service had the delight of sharing in the first 
communion for three young members of our congregation, Sophie Paterson, Jamie Carter and 
Chloe Stocker.   
 
We extend a warm welcome to them, and pray that they will be greatly blessed as they 
continue to follow the Lord’s path for their lives. 
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It’s only about a year now to go before we undertake the next Church pilgrimage to Israel.  
Numbers wanting to go seem to be steadily rising, even in the present financial climate.  We 
have about another ten to fifteen places available and now would be a really good time to see 
if we could not fill the whole trip from those connected with the life of the Church. 
 
The itinerary is, honestly, quite amazing, certainly I would say, “something truly for everyone.”  
I personally cannot wait to have the opportunity to stay once again at Christ Church in 
Jerusalem, and also meet, I hope, some of the old friends who made us so welcome last time 
both in Nazareth and in Bethlehem.  I also look forward in some trepidation to a night out 
under the stars. 
 
For an itinerary and to find out more please contact the Church Office.  To spread the payment 
Tony Higgins and Paul Tivey are happy to still offer the facility of a savings club.  If you know 
anyone from either our own community or who you know from the wider community who would 
like to go then we will be getting everyone together for a “twelve months to go” meeting on 
Sunday 25 th July in the Refectory (by the side of the Vicarage ) at 3.00pm.    
 
Matthew Thomson 

Would you like to sponsor or contribute to the flow ers in church? 
 
There is opportunity for people to make a donation towards the Church flowers on a 
specific weekend - to commemorate a loved one, or a special anniversary.  Or you 
can help with, or take on doing, the arrangements for a specific date.  If you would 
like to know more, please contact Jan Denley (01934 833123). 

 

Mark a special date or anniversary by ‘sponsoring’ the Church Floodlights 
 
There is an opportunity for people in the church or village to ‘sponsor’ the lighting up 
of St. Andrew’s Church in order to mark a special date or anniversary - perhaps in 
memory of a loved one, or as a celebration of a birthday, or whatever. Please contact 
the Church Office (01934 833126) for details. 

���
	����������

������
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Psalm 84:5 
Blessed are those whose strength is in you,  
   who have set their hearts on pilgrimage. 
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At this time of year many of us are packing for holidays 
or sharing snaps and memories of our few weeks in the 
sun and I’ve been thinking about my favourite holiday. 
 
In June 1992 I entered hospital for triple bypass surgery. 
The night before the operation I had been prepared for 
dying as well as living. It was a sobering, and yet 
strangely peaceful moment. My eldest son David, told 
me subsequently that he had half prepared himself to 
become the ‘head’ of the family. 
 
In September that year, three months after my operation, 
we took a trip to the Amalfi Coast of Italy. Amalfi is a 
beautiful place, set on the Mediterranean, and amidst 
steep hillsides. We had booked the hotel, paid for 
through the kind generosity of anonymous donors, where 

the instructions for entry read: ‘Amalfi has many steps and reasonable mobility is 
necessary from persons coming to the hotel, as well as walking in the town.’ 
 
I had been advised to take a lot of exercise. The climbing of steps, hills and anything 
else ‘up’ was very much in the rehabilitation programme. Each day we made our way 
up into the towns and villages that hung on the cliffs over looking the sea. We walked 
in the lemon groves, took delight in sampling the local ‘Lemoncello’ liqueur and  
relaxing over coffee in the city square. 
 
We took trips out too. On one day we went to the island of Capri, once the home of 
Gracie Fields, but rather more salaciously the place where the Romans of St. Paul’s 
time lived a pretty dissolute life among the buildings which now lie in ruins on its 
sunny hilltops. We took a trip too to Pompeii, and climbed Vesuvius. We were 
accompanied up Vesuvius by Alison Stedman, the actress, most recently known for 
her part in the TV comedy Gavin and Stacey. We had met in one of those imposed 
tourist stops beloved of tour operators, and she, like me was steaming like Vesuvius 
at the indignity of it all. 
 
What I remember most, however, was the sense of gratitude that I was alive and 
able to enjoy the experience. Undoubtedly there have been many holidays which 
offered more excitement and companionship, but this one marked a recovery that 
might never have happened, and I am grateful.  
 
+Peter  
Bath and Wells 
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Welcome to Oliver Anthony Davies  who was baptised at St Andrews on the 6th 
June. 
 
Our sympathy to the family and friends of Leonard Douglas Johnson (Len)  who 
died on 12th June.  A memorial service was held at St Andrews on 18th June. 

������
�����������

A carer is someone who, without payment, provides help and support to a partner, child, 
relative, friend or neighbour who could not manage without their help. This could be due to 
age, physical or mental illness, disability or addiction. 
 
Caring is an enormous gift to someone that you are close to but it does mean that you are in a 
situation which can be continuously stressful. 
 
Crossroads Care North Somerset provides vital support for all types of local carers. The range 
of services available from the care scheme include carer’s assessments(FISS), practical 
support at home and a day respite centre to give carers a much-needed break. There is also a 
service for the families of disabled children and a dedicated Young Carers team offering 
support to children aged from 5 – 18.  
 
The carers support service offer a free emergency response scheme (CERS) to help you plan 
ahead for the unexpected, an advocate, counselling, local friendship groups, activities, trips, 
support, advice and information.  
 
To find out more about any of the services listed above, or to see how Crossroads Care may 
be able to help you, please give us a call us on: 01934  411855. 
 
Lynda Oldham 
Crossroads Care 

�����������	�
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Love Congresbury is a way of showing God’s love and our community spirit for the village and 
the people in it.  As a whole community we will be doing any tasks, odd jobs, community help 
and a car wash, all for FREE!! 
 
We plan to help the people of Congresbury by showing them how easy it is to help somebody, 
without any money or physical reward, but with a sense of pride and Love. 
 
Love Congresbury is a joint venture between the Churches, Parish Council, the Youth 
Partnership, adults and young people from many of the village organisations, to engage the 
spirit of the village. 
 
So give us a job to do or come and help us on the 17th - 18th July. Please contact 
Dave Miles on  832893 to volunteer to help, or to suggest projects for the event. 
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You will be noticing posters and information about “Love Congresbury” – a weekend in July 
when a helping hand is offered to anyone unable to do a small task for themselves – a “when 
you get around to it” moment.  Love Congresbury is part of the Revd Matthew Thomson’s 
vision of a caring village community where everyone matters, is cared for, and is valued. 
 
Years ago we were walking in a village near Evesham – the people we passed spoke to us and 
we remember this with pleasure.  Recently we walked at Wrington and people spoke to us. 
 
When you pass someone as you walk around Congresbury, don’t feel uneasy but speak and 
acknowledge them.  Try saying a cheery word to whoever you pass – it will make a difference 
to their day and yours. 
 
Bryan Turner 

������������ �

Thousands of pounds and several weeks of disruption on the A370 finally produced the 
dreaded bus lane and pedestrian crossing. Many villagers are horrified at the amendments to 
the traffic lanes and most are appalled at the little use made of the bus lane, which remains 
ominously empty for 50 minutes in every hour. 
 
Congresbury Singers hit the jackpot with their concert of well-known operatic songs and the 
War Memorial Hall was completely full. Their next concert on November 14 should prove 
equally popular, featuring tunes from Showboat and Porgy and Bess. 
 
Dependable summer weather has encouraged villagers to support fund raising activities. 
Supper in the summerhouse at Middlecombe Nursery, organised by the Friends of St. 
Andrew’s church, was a delightful evening, with diners serenaded by iSax, and raised over 
£600 towards maintenance of church buildings. This will now be an annual event. 
 
Cycling was promoted well with a tour of churches in the area organised by Vine Counselling, 
and a charity ride along the Strawberry Line from Yatton to Winscombe. A small enthusiastic 
group, mainly from the Old Inn, walked, cycled and rattled collecting tins to amass an amazing 
£1,000 for the Children’s Hospice. 
 
Congresbury may be a small village, but it now boasts two websites.  Mike Sweeting has re-
launched the village one (www.congresbury.net) and the parish council is continuing to 
promote council activities. 
 
Thousands of people use Bluey, our community transport, every year and Bluey has just 
celebrated its 10th anniversary. A bash was held in the Old School Rooms, with cake and 
champagne, and Lord Cotter of Congresbury agreed to become Bluey’s patron. With a large 
number of volunteer drivers, many providing entertainment for passengers, the village facility is 
much loved and well used.  
 
Marion Johnson  
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Around the world, millions of individuals face persecution on a daily basis because of their 
religious beliefs.  The price they pay for following their faith can range from discrimination, 
harassment and imprisonment to torture and even death. 
 
CSW is a human rights organisation that specialises in religious freedom.  It works on behalf of 
those persecuted for their Christian beliefs and promotes religious liberty for all.  Rather than 
simply addressing the surface problem, their work tries to find lasting solutions by changing 
the policies and laws that hinder or prevent religious freedom.  Their highly-skilled advocates 
make regular fact-finding visits and produce expert briefings and reports that are used to 
influence the legislation, policies, attitudes and behaviours which reinforce religious 
discrimination and persecution.  Through this, CSW aims to bring about lasting cultural, social 
and political change.  Through its various resources, events and initiatives, CSW also aims to 
mobilise the general public to pray, protest and provide on behalf of persecuted Christians.  By 
doing so, CSW and its supporters stand in the gap to provide solidarity and support to those in 
need. 
 
CSW believe they have a responsibility as Christians to “Speak up for those who cannot speak 
for themselves” and to “Defend the rights of the poor and needy.” Proverbs 31:8-9 
 
If you would like to know more about supporting CSW, or have any questions or comments 
about their work, you can contact them at: 
CSW UK Office T: 0845 456 5464, E: admin@csw.org.uk 
Christian Solidarity Worldwide, PO Box 99, New Malden, Surrey  

���	
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The Church of the C21st will be very different from previous eras: a post-modern world 
requires a post-modern Church.  Fresh Expressions is the title given to new ways of being 
Church.  But what are these ‘fresh expressions’? 

Six people who are at the forefront of Fresh Expressions or who are involved in ministerial 
training will present an aspect of this new Movement. 

Dates: Monday evenings 7.30 – 9.00pm beginning on 20th Sept and ending on 25th October 
Venue:  Holy Trinity Church Room, Cleeve 
Cost: £20 (if booked before 13th September) or £4.50 per session.   
Cheques to be made payable to Cleeve and Claverham PCC and sent to:  
Revd C Horder, 1 Millier Road, Cleeve, Bristol BS49 4NL  

ANNIE NAISH  20TH SEPT  Fresh Expressions: a beginners guide  

STEVE TILLEY  27TH SEPT  Friends Online 

SIMON HILL  4th OCT  Fresh Expressions and the sacraments  

KEITH BRINDLE  11TH OCT  Nothing new under the Son  

ROGER MEDLEY  18TH OCT  Baby or bathwater – you choose!  

FRANCIS MILES  25TH OCT ‘A Freshness deep-down things’  
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on 

Saturday 17th July  
10am – 12 noon 

 

Come and join us for 
Coffee and a Chat 

 
��
��������������  

���
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There will also be the following stalls: 
Book Exchange Stall  

Come & browse or bring a book to exchange 
plus  the usual Traidcraft stall  with our new 

range of greetings cards�

You are invited to an 
���������	������   

at the  
�����������	 �
Burrington Combe 

(if wet in Burrington Church) 
 

at 3.00pm  
Sunday 18th July 

 
Clevedon Citadel Salvation Army band 

"Joyful Spirit" Gospel Choir 
Speaker Rev Ward Jones  
Chairman of Bristol District 

of the Methodist church 
 

All enquiries to 01934 862201 

	��������	���
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We have just received approval of the planning application allowing us to start work on the log 
cabin, and so starts the major fundraising project. 
 
We are looking at holding several events over the next six months, and will keep everyone up-
to-date on what will be occurring.  So far we are looking at a fashion show and an open air rock 
concert.  Rock Solid and StAnd Firm have already held a number of events, such as a talent 
show, car washes, and a cake stall among other things.  We will also be starting the major task 
of applying for grants. 
 
This is a great opportunity to allow young people their 
own space. 
 
If you wish to help out in any way with this exciting new 
project, please contact the church office. 
 
Caz Carter 
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New and reconditioned instruments. 

Piano stools, Pianos bought, 

Violins, strings, music stands, etc. 
 

 

 

 

 
1 Station Road, Congresbury 

North Somerset 

Telephone 01934 835302 
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Painting and maintenance jobs  
undertaken to house and garden 

Free estimate. Competitive rates 

Tel.: 01934 832274 
 or 07957 673462 
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